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An Issue at Giant Mine...

Communicating With Future Generations

Giant Mine and Remediation
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Key Questions

= Will large-scale monuments attract rather

that warn people away from the site?

How Might it Work at Giant Mine?

At Giant Mine, a messaging system might involve simple
warning signs and text messages imploring people not to
damage the thermosyphons, with more detailed technical
information on how to replace this equipment when
necessary and maintain other facilities such as the water
treatment plant. Unlike nuclear waste, it is possible that the
arsenic threat might be removed within a relatively short
period of time (a matter of decades rather than the
centuries it takes for nuclear waste to decay), so the
emphasis might be on “relaying” information on how to
maintain the site to people roughly a century from now.

Much of the work on communicating with future generations
in the field of nuclear waste was completed by experts, but
we suggest that a community working group would provide
a crucial forum for input on the issue from residents of
Yellowknife, Ndilo, and Dettah.

CONTACT US
For further information, please contact

John Sandlos at the Department of History,

Memorial University of Newfoundland
Phone: 709-864-2429
Fax: 709-864-2164

Will future societies understand the symbols
employed as signs of danger, especially
considering how the meaning of signs such

as the skull and crossbones and the swastika

have changed very rapidly within our own
time?

E-mail: jsandlos@mun.ca

What languages should be employed
at the site and how can we account for
the fact that languages change rapidly
over time (i.e., the English spoken in
the 14th century Canterbury Tales is
difficult to understand today)?

What materials should be used to
construct monuments and signs at the
site?

What media should be used to
preserve archival records about the
site?

How can stories and oral traditions
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Plant website. Used with permission.

help preserve memories of Giant
Mine?
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